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Preſent Critical Situatiofi 


 FELLOW-SUBjEctsf 5 
17 HERE ſeems to be wanting but 

4 , one circumſtance , to complete 
our national misfortunes ; ; and 
this if I miſtake not, and am allowed 
to judge by the pains taken, in every 
quarter of the kingdom, by the emiſ- 
ſaries of adminiſtration, is now at hand; 
1 if our governors can again ſucceed in 
this inſtance, and lead a deluded and 
much: injured people, contrary to their 
intereſt, to adopt every raſh, haſty; and 
extravagant meaſure, without attending 
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2 
to the fatal conſequences of their com- 
pliance. For in no other light, can 
any one, who thinks at all, conſider Ar 
THIS TIME a war with France. Let no 
one conceive, that I propoſe to vindicate 
that court, in the hoſtile part which it 
has taken, by encouraging and aſſiſting 
the colonies, now waging war againſt 
the parent ſtate: But I with to point 
out to my countrymen, the real cauſe 
of our ſufferings, to guard them againſt 


the artifices of the miniſtry and their 


adherents, who have worked on our 
paſſions, blinding us on the real ſtate 
and condition into which they have 


_ drawn us; in order to cover over their 


faults, by raiſing our reſentment, and 
by marking out others, though the 
natural objects, yet T will ſay, in this 
caſe, by no means'the authors of thoſe 


| indignities, which we are hourly re- 


* * 


ceiving. 
* 
It is in hopes of fereeniſig their OWTY 
demerits from the inſpection, juſt in- 
dignation, and reſentment of the nation, 
1 | that 
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that they are eagerly expecting to ſee 
that diſpoſition in the people, when they 
can be wild enough to call out for a 
war with France and its allies, to be 


added to that unnatural one, in Wich 


Great-Britain is now ingloriouſly en- 
gaged. 


= 


The loſſes we feel, and the diſgrace- 
ful treatment we meet with, are the 
neceſſary conſequences of the AMERICAN 
War: Let the adviſers and promoters of 
that wretched meaſure colour it as they 
pleaſe ; the people of this country muſt 
fee, that they alone are the authors of 


* 


our misfortunes; for it is to them that 


they moſt juſtly may, ſay; On your 
aſſertions we entered into this civil war; 
on your repreſentations and aſſurances 
we depended on a certainty. of ſucceſs; 
you ventured tq,{ecure us againſt thoſe 
conſequences we now feel, and which 
others had predicted as inevitable; 
thus, either we have been groſsly im- 
poſed upon by you, or yourſelves have 
been totally ignorant of the ground on 
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A which you have dared to ftake the na- 
| tional intereſts : take it which way you 
| | will; in the firſt you are criminal to 
$1 the higheſt degree; in the laſt, though 
14 not leſs ſo, a contempt for your political 
11 characters may ſave you from that ven- 
er, which is due to your pre ſump-⸗ | 
tion,” 
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In afuture letter, the ambitious cauſes 
which have prompted ſo many about 
the court to fall in with theſe pernicious 
meaſures, may be entered into more 
0 minutely: for I cannot put the abili- 
ties of all our rulers ſo low, as to ſup- 
poſe, that they all could conſider thoſe 
1 meaſures to be the beſt planned for. j 
[il CY the intereſts of Great-Britain, or the 
1 maintenance of this conſtitution. A 
[i] 5 part of them might hope at leaſt, that, 
0 | by a deciſive blow, an extenſion of the 
power of the crown might follow a 
reunion with the colonies brought about 

by victory; and to be maintained by a 
* MILITARY force alone. And thus to 
have forwarded a ſyſtem, as dreadful 
I | — — 0 
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1 to the liberties of this country, as it is 


Now favoured by them, and counte- 


; nanced by too many amongſt us. 


: The part which Franca has played is 


not unexpected: Every diſpaſſionate and 


thinking perſon, or any one converſant 
at all in the politics of Europe, fore- 
ſaw, that it would be, I might ſay, that 


it muſt be taken by that court. Every 


country has done, does, and ever will 
do the ſame, as often as the imprudent 
councils of a neighbouring rival give 
{o inviting an opening, and ſo evident 


an advantage. Change the ſituations, | 


and I am not going too far, When I 
aſlert that the miniſters of this country 
would have more to anſwer, than they 
could clear to the public, if they let 


lip, and paſs neglected a ſimilar op- 


portunity. However, the injuries we 
are receiving, muſt neither be forgiven, 
nor be forgot. Policy, which directs 


2 us to poſtpone our vengeance, until we 


are reconciled with the Colonies, (if we 


ſtill dare to hope for the return of that 


Joyful 
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To 
joyful day) will urge us then to demand 
ſatisfaction, in the manner which the 
intereſts of this country may mark 
out as the moſt proper, But if the 
miniſters dare trifle with our ſituation, 
and diſregarding it, call down upon us, 
at ſuch a moment as this, the whole 
armament of France, I will ſay that it 
is not, nor can it be for thoſe purpoſes, 


far which they are endeavoring to in- 


flame the people: For, unarmed and 


unprepared, as we are at home; abroad, 


no force beyond the demand, if equal 
to thoſe ſervices, on which it is en- 
gaged; a foreign war, at ſuch a junc- 
ture, would add to our diſgraces, in- 
ſtead of ſupporting the honor and wt 


nity of the nation. 


% 


What is then their purpole ? Their 


caſe is deſperate; the nation reviving 
from its lethargy, is no longer to be 
ſoothed by their flattering promiſes; 


and general diſtruſt threatens public 


credit. Our rulers thus alarmed and 


ſurrounded with difficulties, and con- 


ſcious 


EE Deo @£AA heal. 


3 1 


ſcious that their errors, not to ſay their 


7 crimes, muſt come before the public in 
their full light, catch at this moſt de= 
2? ſperate of all ſteps, hoping in the ge- 
neral calamity to ſmother the guilti- 
neſs of their own conduct. 
people might, otherwiſe, ftill have lei- 
2 ſure to demand a reviſion of their ac- 
7 tions, and that the deceits, under which 
they have hitherto been held and led, 
be expoſed' to the open day. It is vain. 


For the 


to think that they will be ſhielded under 
the ſanction of parliament. The legiſ- 
lature, if it has been abuſed, will be 
the foremoſt to vindicate its own honor; 


and conſcious appreh@nſion of this ſingle 


circumſtance, is of itfelf ſo formidable, 
that we muſt not wonder, if. miniſtry 
fly to every reſource by which it may 
be prevented. But is Great-Britain to 
fall the continued victim to the errors 


of ſuch men, or is ſhe to be allowed 


to avoid one gulph, into which they 
deſire to plunge the nation? | 


Let 


1 


Let us conſider our ſituation at this 


moment; and not to paint the picture 
too black, I will touch on the principal 


great lines, and leave the reſearches of 
the reader, to enquire into more par- 
ticular ones. Allow me only to Rate, 
that full employment is found for the 


fea and land forces, now beyond the 
Atlantic; and that no part of them can 
poſſibly be drawn from thence, for our 
internal defence; that, on a ſuppoſition 
of the militia, joined to the few regi- 


ments remaining here, being capable 


(for argument ſake) of making us eaſy 
and ſecure at home, not one of the 
wide- extended poſſeſſions of this crown 
is equal to repelling a well-dire&ed 


againſt the will, and contrary to the 
opinion of many; the juſtice of which 
war is queſtioned by a number of well- 
intentioned ſubjects, and the policy of 
it, now condemned by the major part 
of the people; wE muſt be too blind 
not to foreſee the internal confuſion, to 


which misfortune will not fail to add 
| fre(k 


Blow. Engaged already in one war, 
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freſh ground: Unfupported by any ally, 


; having by our petulance and inabilities 
2 juſt affronted our natural ones; uncer- 
Z tain whether our Eaſt-India poſſeſſions 
A will be firſt wreſted from us by our na- 
I tural enemies, or by the ſervants of the 


company joined to and acting under the 


country powers; a more defenceleſs con- 
dition we ourſelves cannot look on, or 
ſhew a more inviting one to an enemy. 
Add to this, that our chief reſource of 


ſeamen, lately cut off by the Americans, 


at the fiſhery off Newfoundland would, 
of itſelf, ſend us ſo crippled into a War, 
that the event need not be foretold. 


45 ki. ::4 Er. 
Are theſe miniſters, by whoſe ma- 
nagement and foreſight, we are thus 
circumſtanced, not ſatisfied with theſe 


evils, and are they wicked and mad 
enough to meditate a war? I am un- 
> willingly brought to chink ſo illof them. 
Io ſay that it would counteract directly 


that point, which they have held as 
irrevocably determined, I mean, the 
SUBJECTION of the Colonies, does not 

C  * 


[ 10 ] | 


free them from that imputation : For 


their conſiſtency has never held, but to 


the LATEST accounts that they receive, 
nor their meaſures looked forwarder 
than the day. But, certainly the firſt 
attendant, on a war with France, is 
victory decided for America. That 
country muſt be evacuated by the Britiſh 
troops and its allies ; and theſe brought 
home may practice on the inhabitants 
of this Wand that ſpirit of ungovern- 
able licence, with which they have been 
accuſtomed to treat the perſons, and 


properties of our American Fellow-, #, 


Subjects, making no diſtinction of age, 
orof ſex, nor ſparing the loyal more than 
the diſloyal. But individuals, you will 
| be told, muſt ſubmit to ſuch inconve- 
niences for the 6000 of the wHOLE. 
The Americans at full liberty, will turn 
their arms.againſt that part of the Con- 
tinent, ſtill held by the Crown of Great- 
Britain. I think that I am not a haſty 
aſſertor, but am founded on reaſon, and 
not e by deſpondency, when I 
fay, that thoſe diſtricts cannot long reſiſt 

| their 
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8 ] 
their full force, and that the Weſt-In- 


dies inſtantly muſt fall into their hands. 
| To prove that I have gone too far, ſome 
2 perſon muſt have either the ingenuity 
to convince me that we are equal (with- 
cout recalling the army from America) 
to repel the whole effort of our enemies 
here, or muſt be endowed with magic 


art ſufficient, to conjure up in Great- 


Britain itſelf a force, capable of con- 
tending with, and defeating the ux pri- 


VERTED power of France and Spain. 
For it is evident already, that in Ame- 


rica our army can make no impreſſion; 
and that the navy has received a wound 
in the very quarter? from which its 
natural ſtrength ariſes; and felt a diſ- 
grace, which an Engliſhman is mort 


fied to acknowledge, 


If a war then with France is ſo ne- 
ceſſary, and that the people are ſo irri- 
tated, as not to ſit down one moment 
under the treatment they have received; 
if Great-Britain is too impatient to 
avenge herſelf, and cannot wait for the 

\ „ judicious 


1 


judicious time of doing ſo, let a peace 
with America be the preliminary of 
this act of juſtice: For joined with 
America, theſe kingdoms may again 
give the law to France, and coxckssr ONS, 


which found policy certainly,and which 3 


juſtice and reaſon, perhaps, equally call 
for, may reinſtate this. country again in 
its former ſplendor ;, when, I will be 


bold to fay, no other meaſure can avail | 


us, or can, ſave us from thoſe calami- 
ties, which are gathering on every a 
and ready to burſt on our heads. In 
proportion, as Great-Britain then feels 
the neceſſity of breaking with the court 


of France, it would be the higheſt ab- 


ſurdity, not. in equal pace to with, to 
racet the Colonies with more indulgent 
terms. Peace with our Fellow-Subjects, 
ſo deſireable before, becomes then ne- 
ceſſary at any rate; and that miniſtry 
would not long eſeape impeachment, 
who would venture to engage in a war 
with a forci gn power, before a Recon- 
ciliation had taken place, and reunion 
was once more eſtabliſhed in this diſ- 
tracted 
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* tracted empire. But if, unfortunately, 


f this American conteſt is to continue, 
} which every day proves to us, is, and 
2 will be productive of every evil; 

2 wiſer part would be, in ſuch caſe, to 
1 diſſemble our juſt anger. In the Roman 
ſtate, this was a fundamental maxim 
and contributed greatly to the riſe and 
1 grandeur of it, That warlike people 
Y conſtantly paſſed over unnoticed . any 


injuries or affronts offered to them, 
whilſt engaged in one war, and deferred 


their reſentment, till a peace with the 


enemy allowed them to march their 
victorious legions, and puniſh their ad- 


3 venturous ahdill-advifed aggreſſor. Even 
at the time, when that empire had roſe 


to the zenith of greatneſs, and the dread 
of its arms maintained the whole in- 
tranquility, and gave Auguſtus the 


peaceful opportunity of ſhutting the 
Temple of Janus, it is worthy remark- 


ing, what a prudent uſe that fortunate 
prince made of a ſituation, which few 
conquerors could have held with ſo 
much moderation. SvtT6Ntus marks 

1t 


I 0 


it as a common ſaying of his, and it 
is ſo ſtrongly expreſſed by that author, 
and to no political purſuit ſo applicable 


as to our own, that I ſhould take off | | | 


from the force, by attempting to give 
his thoughts in other words than his 
own; Prælium quidem aut bellum Juſ- 


cipiendum, 0111in0, negabat, niſi cum | 


major emolumenti ſpes quam damni me- 
ius oftenderetur.” Nam minima com- 
moda, nom minimo ſeftantes diſcrimine, 
femiles, aiebat, efſe aureo hamo piſcan- 
tibus, cujus abrupti dammun nulld cap- 


rturd n. Pei, 9 
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From wa refle ions, and from every 


conſideration that can be given to the 


buſineſs, I am ap to think that one a 


and the ſame concluſion muſt be drawn 
by every perſon, who will diſpaſſion- 
ately inveſtigate the ſubject. It will, 
and muſt reſult from ſuch a diſquiſi- 
tion, that a difunion from America is 
the greateſt loſs that can befall this 
country; that a junction of theſe our 
Colonies with France will make a war 
with 
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with this laſt power, before ſo unde- 


fireable, become then the danger of all 
others, which Great-Britain has the moſt 


reaſon to dread, and which our rulers 
are bound in duty to uſe all poflible 
means to prevent, The event of thin gs 


has changed totally our ſituation; and 
thoſe who have been miſtaken hitherto 
in their n N of the conſequences of 
a war, which they promoted, ſhould 
not be aſhamed candidly to avow, that 


they have been in an error: particus 


larly when they acted in, and out of 
Parliament, on ſuch information as was 
there laid before them, and to which, 
ſecluded from alk, other, they too im- 
plicitly truſted. Moreover, the efforts, 
that haye been made by the Provincials 
on their own continent, give full ground 
to look on the whole buſineſs in a quite 
different light. Theſe have aſtoniſhed 


all Europe, and cheir actions by ſea have 


raiſed even the ſurprize of thoſe, who 
knew that they had in themſelves re- 
ſources equal to the other. 


Let 
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Let every perſon, who thought that 


the war could terminate with advantage 


to the mother-country, and from dif- 
ferent motives preſſed it on; let each 


aſk himſelf how probable, or how im- 
poſſible it is, that ſuch views ſhould be 4 


anſwered; and from thence draw his 
concluſion, whether, or not, any mea- 


ſure whatſoever would not have been 


better, or ſhould not now be adopted, 
rather than to continue engaged in this 


ruinous ſcheme one moment longer. 


It would be vain indeed, to expect to 
cloſe at this time, When we feel the im- 
practibility of coertion, on the ſame 
terms as would gladly, have been fallen 
into, Within a twelyemonth paſt: but 
alas! at that time, VNCONDLITIONAL 
ſubmiſſion alone was publickly held 
forth, and miniſtry was deaf ,to every 
other idea; whereas now, every one 


is queſtioned (as he arrives) whether 
any treaty can be opened, on any other 


ground, than that of Independency. 
This is the fact, and ſuch is our ſitua- 
tion; and from thence may be drawn 

„ the 


* 


b f i | 

the hopes that reaſonably may be 
formed of the effects of any future 
ſucceſs. Each day that an opening to 
peace is delayed, ſerves but to convince 
Y the Americans, that a little more per- 
ſeverance decides every point in their 
] favor; and on the other hand; Great- 
Britain has the mortification to diſcover 
the growing ftrength of the enemy, 
with whom ſhe is contending; and 
terms of accommodation muſt in propor- 
tion appear leſs Falatable to the Mother 
I Country. I have from the be ginning 
of theſe hoſtilities, dreadedythis delay, 
convinced that ſuch an accommodation 
might have been made, as would have 
7 fixed for ages, the eſſential intereſts of 
both parties, when the laſt petition of 
L the Congreſs was ſo unluckily lighted. 
Io look back, lamenting that ſuch op- 
pPortunities were neglected, cannot now 
'F avall ; unleſs we draw from thoſe miſ- 
takes Ahis leſſon, not to repeat them. 
Y- It may not yet be too late. To reunite 
with America ought, and muſt be the 
ny firſt object for this country, and 1 truſt 
I D that 


[..:18 | 
that it is not yet impoſſible: If the tr 
Colonies have curbed their animoſity F n. 
with more temper than we have done, I ſt: 
they may not yet have thrown them- tl 
ſelves into the arms of any foreign 
power: And to prevent this from hap- Þ cc 
pening will yet, I traſt, be the effort jl. 
of this country. France may not yet 
hold the Colonies bound by any treaty ; | 
and they may ſtill have kept themſelves } ci 
open to negociation with the Mother- | m 
Country: The advantages, however, in 
which France has to offer theſe Colonies, ve 
and go receive in return, are too ob- of 
vious, for any one to expect that ſuck al 
a connection will not every day become 3 dc 
more cloſe. This whole ſubject requires L fir 
but to be thought upon without paſſion, pe 
Prejudice, and pride, and the part, F gc 
which the material intereſts of Great- q 1] 
Britain call this nation to rake, will 3 C 
eſcape the diſcernment of no one. Are ar 
we arrived at that moment when we 
can diveſt ourſelves of ſuch paſſions? o 
I do hope that the infatuation, which fi 
had ſeized the inhabitants of this coun- O 
try, 


1 29 1 


try, is now wearing off; and that they 
no longer continue in that prepoſſeſſed 
2 ftate, when no reaſon could awaken 
= 3 them from their delirium, nor any ar- 
3 guments prevail on them, fairly to 
'# conſider every conſequence of a zeal ſo 
ill directed, 

Few had looked deeper than the cir- 
cumſtance itſelf, into the niceſt and 
r= 3 moſt refined point that can almoſt ariſe, 
r, in the conſideration and nature of go- 
s, vernment; finding that the authority 
of parliament was not allgwed to be 

all- powerful, through every part of the 
dominions of this crown, the nation 
fired at the word, and confident in their 
1, power to maintain fuch authority, for- 
t, got towards their fellow-ſubjects that 
t- juſtice, for, which the people of this 
country are ſo eminently diftinguiſh'd, 
re F and towards themſelves, thoſe principles 
2 F vhick rouſed their anceſtors at the end 
of the laſt century, to reſtore and con- 
h firm the conſtitution. They would 
1— 7 otherwiſe have ſeen, that the . exertion 


H 20 ] 


of that right which they claimed, was 


wholly inconſiſtent with the idea of q 


governing a free people, and that the 


diſtant ſubjects of this crown, once 


alarmed with the juſt apprehenſion of 


ſuch a power, and foreſeeing to what 


length it might be abuſed, ſenſible that 
no property of theirs, could be ſecure 
to »themſelves and to their poſterity 
under it, have a claim to expect a mi- 
tigation of that authority on a point, 
which would render their Happineſs 


precarious, and deprive them of the 


comfort of liberty, and the bleflings 
of that conſtitution, which guards and 
diſpaſes of the properties of the inha- 
bitants of Great-Britain, I do not mean 
to enter into any diſcuſſion of right, 


for the time, for this, is now paſt: If 


it had been diſpaſſionately conſidered at 
the proper” moment, perhaps it would 
have been found that neither i in retſon 
nor juſtice, ſuch a power could have 
been exerted,” and that, if it did exiſt, 


or could be ever 10 well maintained, 
the two foregoing principles would 
form 
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form the beſt criterion 'to determine, 


9 where ſound policy thould lead the 
L Mother-Country to give way, where ta 
have ſtood up at all events in ſupport 
of its OWN authority. It never could 
E be the intention of the nation, however 
1 it might be the wiſh of the court, to 


place any part of the ſubjects of the 
crown in this predicament. 
The offence alone was felt by the 
bulk of the nation: We were totally 
inſenſible of the eruel apprehenſions, 
under which we were laying thoſe, to 
whom we neither withed, nor meant 
an injury ; Meaning none, we did not 
make the caſe our o./n: But inflicting 
puniſhment on puniſhment for that, 


f 3 which we deemed crimes, but what 


; — . 2 


every free man would conſtrue to be a 
3 | ſtruggle only againſt oppreſſion, a re- 
ſiſtance by arms has ſerved to exaſperate 
the nation to a pitch, that the war is 


carried on with more virulence, than 
againſt the natural enemies of this 
ux Without deciding on the 

point 


A But now «he impraK 
duing them, by. force, muſt be made 
clear to every man. If it is impracti- 
cable, and on the fulleſt trial found to 5 
be ſo, common ſenſe directs the nation 
to alter its courſe, and no longer to 
perſiſt in a purſuit, in which, ſucceſss 


2 \ 


point of the legality of the claim, much | 
leſs of the propriety of uſing that power 
conſiſtent with any rule of equity and 
juſtice, I will only remark; that it is ab- 5 f 


not revolt againſt the exerciſe of ſo 
alarming a power, the very inſtant that 
the inhabitants found that they had 
the means of reſiſtance. The Ameri- 
cans have been driven to arms and the 
event of the war is no longer proble- 
matical. When it was firſt undertaken, ö 
the nation might be divided in opinion, 
whether violent or lenient meaſures 
would be#- moſt likely to effectuate a 


good underſtanding ith the Colonies. 


itſelf can never bring about the object, 


we*ought to have in view, RECONCI= | 
LIATION, but defeat be attended with | 
diſgrace 1 


icability of ſub- 


| attainable, (as p 


„„ 


| diſgrace and ruin. May I aſk thoſe 
T gentlemen, who preſſed on this civil 
Z war from the deſire of maintaining at 
3 all hazards an acknowledgment of the 
| ſupremacy of parliament IN ALL CASES 


WHATSOEVER, over every part, of the 
dominions of this grown, -whether the 
very means, by "which 4 thought of 
carrying that point, has not Siven the 


| Americans ſuch an opportꝑnity of fegl- 


ing their own, Rxength, as to make that 
object totally hopeleſs? If then the prin- 
cipal grounds withzmoſt people, for en- 
to this war, as impolitic as it 
natural, ſhould be felgyo be un- 
all doubt it now is) 
can thoſe, hô omoted theſe mea- 
ſures, with as much zeal, as Want of 
diſcernment, of the trig gntereſts of 
their country gtone ſo properly for 
the injuxies, which , unwillingly, I grant, 


they have cauſed, as by a hearty junc- 


tion, with thoſes who honeſtly differed 


from them at firſt, and who deſire now, 


only to meet them on the plan, moſt 


likely to ſave a ſinking ſtate. Thoſe 


even, 


* 
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even, who were led away by viſionary 


ſchemes of drawing from that part of 
the dominions of this crown an oſten- 


fible revenue, may without charge of 
inconſiſtency; take part with thoſe I 
have mentioned, and For ock direct 
their courſe ſo, as to forward, and not 


deſtroy the ſource from which, in a 


great meaſure, our riches ariſe. How 


eaſy would it be to prove to this ſet of 


men their deluſion, to ſtate, to them 
their total ignoranee on the matter, and 
of the means, by Which nations acs 
quire wealth? But to thoſe who do not 
ſee, that the Americans were in reality 


taxed by us, and paying in every arti- 


cle exported from this country towards 


our revenue, from the li ght which the 


manufacturer receives through his cot- 
tage- window from Heaven, down to 


the ſoal of the ſhôę he treads on, it 
would be flinging away one's time to 


argue: Although, it is as eaſy to de- | 
monſtrate, as it will be difficult to make » 
it up to every labourer and to every 
manufacturer, as foon as foreign mar- : 
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a5, 1 
kets have been able elſewhere to ſup⸗ 
ply themſelves with thoſe commodities; 
n 3 which hitherto have been denianded 
of 4 from this country. And it is too child- 
1 iſhl a confidence to imagine, that the 
foreigners, Who now enjoy the profit of 
ot carrying theſe articles, will leave us 
2 that of manufacturing them, when- 
7 |} ever they can be ſupplied as well, or 
1 cheaper, at any other market. I am 
4 confident that the happieſt turn the war 
can take (if it is to be a war) would 
be, that matters ſhould remain, nearly 
as they are, on cach fide; without fur- 
ther effufion of kindred blood. For 
nations, as well as ſingle men, in ac- 
tion are more caſily hurried on by their 
leaders, and have leſs leiſure to con- 
ſider the conſequences of keeping up 
their anger. But this is not to be ex- 
7 pected Our commiſſioners, as military 
e- i ſeparate ſervices; muſt; and will act; 
<E for they are not furniſhed with à power 
ry 4 to treat, except on ſuch conditions; as 
r- are not worthy of the word, and too 
ts E Flutile 


4 26 


futile for any one now to think, that 


an accomodation can be brought about 
under then. 9 


Ho: 3%; 
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Unfortunately this' ſep, like every 
other, has been ſo contrived, as to give 
to the leaders of Independence in the 
Colonies, an opportunity of fixing the 
Americans in the very diſpoſition, in \ 


which they deſire to hold them: It has 


ſerved only to confirm their belief that 


the king's miniſters meant to deceive; 
as they had ſentout negociators, without 
obtaining from parliament that autho- 
rity, which alone ould" give credit to 
a trenty. By theſe al 
a party got the ſuperioritys ; in the Co- 
lonies, which neither their numbers, 


nor their influence could otlrerwiſe have 4 


given to them. For tis ſucceſs they 
are indebted to our miniſters here, and 
whenever theſe times mall heèereafter be 


canvaſſed, it will appear, that cach vio- 
lent determination here verified their 


aſſertions, and raiſed up that party, 


— 
. 


ruled, 


1 ch means have 


which. weld call ly have been over- 
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ruled, until the rar AL rejection of the 


laſt petition ſtripped their adverſaries of 


any argument they could till uſe, to 
q prevent the people of America from 
4 flinging off all ſubjection to Great- 
hpritain. We, who are further from the 


ſcene of action, have yet leiſure to 
think; therefore let us not reject the 
opportunity, nor be ſeduced away from 
truth, by accounts favourable to our 


arms : for, none can effectuate, how- 


ever alluring chey may appear, the pur- 
poſes of reconciliation. Twill even ven- 
ture to affirm, that, in the events of 
our arms proving ſueceſs ful, the decided 
purpoſe of the French court is to ad- 
vance with further aſſiſtance to the 
Colonies; having long ſince, Lam con- 
fident, determined to go every length, 
rather than to Lo harmony to be 
reſtored again between Grcat- Britain 


and the Colonies. Sorry indeed, am 1 


to ſay ALLO w] : for it is the reproach 
which we lie under; and we ought to 


feel that the efforts We are making in 


America, feeble as _ appear, are at 
3 the 


E 


the good-will of France, able by a de- 


claration of war at once to ſtop the 
progreſs of our arms, and to compel 
us to recall our force, in order to defend 


our own coaſt. The plan is well laid 


by the court of France, and our rafh 
meaſures have given them the ground 
to build ĩt up. One muſt however be 
too blind, not ta Hee clearly through 
it, and nat to take the ſpeedieſt method 
to 8 ſuch inſidious defigns. | 
$4 538 &þ TI, 7, 

"(hp an immediate cloſing with, the 
alan this is to be done: and if our 
arms fhould be attended even with un- 


hoped- for ſucceſs, let us ſeize the mo- 


ment, as the moſt practicable to brin 8 
about che ſalutary p ir 


*7 0e of Peace. 


Such a conduct, held in the moment of I ; 


ſucceſs, - backed with 
gent, as 0 cannot 
the Colonies out of the hands of France, 


rms Mo indul- 


and ſhew to all Europe this country, 


rifing from its W a greater 
power, in 50M zureſpects, 


have been conceived, But will this uſe. 


refuſed, will wreſt. 


than could 


1 5 ] \ 


% be made of any future ſucceſs ? 1 fear 
1 much the contrary: Our leaders are nr 
1 formed with minds equal to the govern- 
ment of a great nation: in the exult- 
d 4 ation of the moment they will forget 
| 3 the alarms of the preceding one. Suc- 
2 ceſs, purchaſed with,the blood of our 
2 fellow-ſubjects, will prove, in their 
hands, the inſtrument on 
* ey wt la n into o freſh Le 


u by which 
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It is dank to aſk me, dr Talk 
reprobated ſo em irely the abilities, and 
intentipn. ff adminiſtration as 1 have, 
What plan, 0 
peace? or on chat terms 1 would pro- N 
poſe to meet the Americans? The que- 
ſtion, I acknowledge, is à difficult one, 
and not A to be anfwered; but I 

to a ert, that no ꝓcace with 

Aerict be brought about by thoſe, 
who have directed theſe meaſures,” and 
by whom the war has been managed. 
Jam no party man, and do not think 
by advaneing this, that I make myſelt 
liable to the appellation: for their 
names and char acters are too odious in 
America, 


E - 
America, their deſigns too much ſuſ- 
pected, every calamity laid particularly 
to their charge, that this nation would 
treat to the greateſt diſadvantage, whilſt 


they are at the helm. Beſides, among 


the grievances complained of in the 
petitions of the Americans, let us not 
forget, that by the removal of theſe 
very miniſte rs, they hope to ſee the 


opening made for the redreſs of the 


remainder. I truſt in tlie wiſdom, and 


that the well An ef chis nation is not 
to be . el to the eig views 


of due ; 


. Noftem . 4 raus bi nubem. 

As calamities advance, for they muſt 
inevitably befall us, a change of men, 
as well as of meaſures Will take place; 
and a great miniſter be called from his 


retirement, to help us ffom bur diſtreſs. 
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Circumſtanced as we are, he alone, who 


united a divided people, and carried them 
with glory through the laſt war, is equal 
to the taſk. His talents, - -weight and 
ö author! ity, 


nk 


authority, can bring together thoſe lords , 


and gentlemen, who have xoBLY ſtood 


forth in oppoſition to theſe deſtructive 
meaſures ; for they muſt form the main 


body of the adminiſtration; joining 
with them all ſuch as ſhall ſee their 


error, and be willing to form a part of 
a great cox, Capable of giving 
confidence. to the people, WhO will pour 
down their bleflings, in return, on his 


Majeſty, under wWhoſe fanction the no- 


ble Lord may be permitted to en gage in 
ſo, meritorious a π] rk I cannot help 
llattering myſelf that the day at 
hand, when you, my fellowaſubjects, 


will» fee] the neceflity of theſe mea- 


lures ; and that meetings will ſoon be 
2 in your reſpective counties, in 
order to form, and carry up conſtitu- 
tional petitions to parliament; implor- 
ing a ſpeedy end to be put to our ſuf- 
ferings, from this civil war, and be⸗ 


| ſeeching them to prevent the dangers 


wherewith we are threatned. Such 2 


diſpoſition, ſo Fr by you, will 
facilitate 


L924 


facilitate the means, and. give your re- 
preſentatives the fulleſt opportunity of 


meeting theſe withes, and forwarding 
the honeſt endeavors of thoſe, to 
whom the nation muſt look up, as the 
only men capable of redeeming a ſtate 
fo diſtempered, both within and with- 
out, as to preſent no other flattering 
1 of recovery. 


Tam ROT ghly enſible that there! 18 
too much matter huddled together, for 


the ſpace of this ſhort pamphlet; and the 


reader may with propriety accuſe me, of 
leavingmanyarguments, notſufficiently 
elucidated, to uphold the frequent aſſer- 
tions. This has ariſen, in part from a 
perſuaſion, that moſt of my conclu- 


lions will ſtrike, after a ſhort conſider- 


ation, the minds both of thoſe who 
are informed, and of thoſe, ho are 
not too far prejudiced; and in part, 
from a deſire of avoiding the imputa- 
tion of being tedious. This laſt charge 
would condemn unheard any political 
Writing whatever in thete days; when 

the 


P Populi, really becomes, Vox Dei. 


41 


the faſhion prevails of drowning all 
thought, not leading to pleaſure or 
diſſipation. Beſides, my meaning is 
only to give you matter, to think upon; 
well convinced, that if I can obtain 
this, the buſineſs is done: W can 
be ſo wild as the Hasry deciſions of 
the public: But hen they are guided 
by REFLECTION, it is then that Vox 
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